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Our school at a glance 

Students 

In 2012 the enrolment at Killarney Heights Public 
School (KHPS) numbered 590. Of this total, 280 
were boys and 310 were girls. 23 classes were 
formed from Kindergarten to Year 6. In keeping 
with the NSW Government’s reduction in class 
size initiative, four classes were established in 
Early Stage 1 and seven classes in Stage 1. Almost 
60% of KHPS students live in a home where a 
language other than English is spoken. The 
languages used most frequently in those homes 
are French, Chinese, Portuguese and Japanese. 
There are, however, over 40 languages other 
than English represented at KHPS. 

Staff 
In 2012 the teaching staff at KHPS employed by 
the Department of Education and Communities 
(DEC) numbered 36 (this number includes 
positions where a job share operates). In 
addition, 10 teachers of French were employed 
by the French Association of the North Shore 
(FANS) to team teach in bilingual classes. Staffing 
at KHPS also included an entitlement of four 
School Administration and Support Staff (SASS) 
members to provide assistance to the school 
community. A classroom teacher position was 
filled as a result of teacher promotion.  All 
members of our teaching staff meet the 
professional requirements for teaching in NSW 
public schools.  

Student achievement in 2012 
National Assessment Program - Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

Of the 103 Year 3 students who were eligible to 
sit the NAPLAN tests, 100 completed the Reading 
and Writing components, 101 completed the 
Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation components 
and 102 completed the Numeracy components.  

85 Year 5 students were eligible to sit the 
NAPLAN tests. 81 completed the Reading 
component, 83 completed the Writing, Spelling 
and Grammar and Punctuation components and 
82 completed the Numeracy component. 

 

Messages 

Principal’s message 
It is with equal measures of pride and sadness 
that I present the 2012 Annual School Report for 
Killarney Heights Public School (KHPS). Pride, 
because again 2012 has enabled us to celebrate a 
year filled with achievement in the academic, 
sporting and cultural arenas but sadness because 
this will be the last annual report for which I write 
as Principal. 
Our growing enrolment, anticipated to be 650 in 
2013, serves as sound testimony to the fact that 
KHPS continues to enjoy a well-deserved 
reputation for excellence in a wide variety of 
areas. Illustrations of our excellence are 
highlighted throughout this report. 
2012 was nominated the National Year of 
Reading and this event has been reflected at 
KHPS throughout the year. 
Our Springfest title was Love2Read and once 
again we were all amazed at the remarkable 
ingenuity of staff, parents and students to 
interpret the theme in so many fascinating and 
entertaining ways. Book titles from around the 
world and from a variety of eras as well as 
fantastic entreaties to ‘Read A Book’ played to 
full houses for both performances! 
Doubtless a great deal of the energy and 
excitement for the theme was generated by our 
totally refurbished and beautiful library. Thanks 
to the hard work of teachers and support staff, 
and funding support from the P&C, we now have 
a functional library which in addition to looking 
enticing also has the technology to support our 
students in their 21st century education. It has 
been a delight to watch students and teachers 
maximising their time in the library and 
reluctantly departing to make way for the next 
class. In addition our P&C members have enjoyed 
holding their meetings in the library, despite the 
size of the seats! 
The extra library computers and the interactive 
tilt table have all enabled larger groups to 
participate in technology sessions where sharing 
and collaboration occur naturally. Our demand 
for multi-touch interactive whiteboards (IWBs) 
has finally reaped success. At long last 
manufacturers have produced the appropriate 
equipment for groups of students to work 
together at the IWB. As a consequence, another 
nine classes have been furnished with IWBs 
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which as well as providing a general resource has 
also enhanced our bilingual work. 
Our English/French bilingual program has been 
honoured this year with the granting of the Label 
FrancÉducation by the French Government. This 
achievement marks KHPS as one of only 25 
schools worldwide (and the only Australian 
school) to be recognised for the quality of their 
teaching. Congratulations to staff, parents, 
students and FANS for this outstanding 
accomplishment. 
As I complete my Principalship at KHPS, I reflect 
upon the enormous number of changes which 
have occurred during this period. No 
transformation can happen without the 
collaborative support of everyone involved and to 
that end I thank you all!  
To the wonderful students of KHPS who daily 
amaze us with their enthusiasm, creativity and 
desire to learn.  To the dedicated and 
professional teaching, administrative and support 
staff who clearly appreciate the privilege of 
spending their working lives with our students. To 
the hugely talented and utterly dependable 
members of our executive, particularly Matthew 
Fuller who has been such a competent and 
steadfast Deputy Principal. Finally, to the parents 
and community members of KHPS who so 
energetically devote their time, effort, wisdom 
and funds in support of our programs, I thank you 
all. 
I have had the honour of leading this magnificent 
school for the last 21 years where the 
collaborative focus has always been to improve 
student learning outcomes.  I am extraordinarily 
proud of our achievements and I know that the 
students of KHPS will continue to excel. I eagerly 
look forward to learning about future 
accomplishments and triumphs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Wiltshire receiving cards from  
students at her farewell assembly 

I certify that the information in this report is the 
result of a rigorous school self-evaluation process 
and is a balanced and genuine account of the 
school’s achievements and areas for 
development. 
 
Jessica Wiltshire 
Principal 
 
P & C message 
Thank you to everyone, staff, students and 
parents for your contributions and efforts over 
the past year. Many changes took place during 
the year for our school. We saw some excellent 
teachers leave KHPS as they progressed their 
careers and of course Jessica Wiltshire as she 
began her retirement. Thank you to Jessica again 
for all her achievements for the school, the 
programs and initiatives she established, 
particularly the English/French Bilingual Program.  
As a P&C, we have started the ball rolling on 
many areas of the system to ensure as much 
support for the school as possible. 
Some of the achievements include the Uniform 
Shop funding of the library refurbishment, which 
looks amazing. P&C funds also helped with 
purchasing the lights and curtains for the hall and 
purchasing the disco glitter ball! 
This year saw further development of the 
fundraising committee of Year 1 parents which 
proved to be very successful. The events that 
were run have evolved over the past three years 
and the fireworks night as a fete was fantastic. 
The cake auction was a great success and 
particularly enjoyed by all. 
The canteen has faced some obstacles this year 
with the volunteer roster but the team of parents 
who do keep it open have continued to do a great 
job and we look forward to expanding and 
developing this valuable resource. 
The traffic committee members have had some 
success with the new improvements to Tralee 
Avenue. New traffic calming ‘blisters’ were 
installed in December making the children’s 
crossing safer for everyone. 
Term 4 saw the introduction of our new before 
school and after school care operators, ‘Extend’. 
The P&C no longer take responsibility for this 
service but we would like to thank all those P&C 
members who worked voluntarily to help with 
the running of KHOOSH. 
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Overall, the P&C have raised a significant amount 
of funds that will help support the school, its staff 
and students in 2013.   
 
Hannah Wiltshire 
P&C President 
 
Student representative’s message 
We have had an incredibly successful year in 
2012. As a school we have participated in 
numerous fundraisers including bandana day (to 
support CanTeen), boardies day (to raise money 
for Surf Lifesaving NSW) and Jeans for Genes Day 
(fundraising for the Children’s Medical Research 
Institute) just to name a few. We also 
participated in many fun activities. In stage 3 we 
participated in Technopush, DELF exam for 
students in bilingual classes and an overnight 
excursion to Bathurst to learn about the 
Australian Gold Rush. We also took part in the 
highly educational Murder Under the Microscope 
webquest where we had to solve an 
environmental crime. This was something 
everyone really enjoyed. 

 
Technopush teams racing at Eastern Creek 

 
Stage 2 students had an exciting year as well. 
They learnt about the human body and mini-
beasts (insects). They also went on a very 
enjoyable camp to the Collaroy Centre where 
they played team building games and took part in 
team challenges. 
Stage 1 students completed many enjoyable 
things this year. They improved their writing skills 
using many different text types including 
expositions as well as learning how to multiply 
(Year 2) and improving their addition and 
subtraction skills (Year 1). 
The Kindergarten children have been especially 
enthusiastic this year. They have learnt so much 
whilst settling into the new environment. They 

have learnt the basics of a completely different 
and interesting language. They have also learnt 
how to read and write as well as simple 
arithmetic.  
As school captains we have enjoyed our time in 
leadership roles. We both went to the leadership 
camp. We also went to Parliament House and 
met our local member of parliament, Brad 
Hazzard. We have represented our school at 
many different activities including the ANZAC 
Memorial Service at the Forestville RSL, where we 
met Tony Abbot. While there we learnt about 
WWII and how it affected Australia at the time. 
We have had a great year representing our school 
and will miss Killarney very much. 
 
Riley Blanche and Tess Webster 
2012 School Captains 
 
 

 
 
 

Tess and Riley at Parliament House 
 

School context 

Student information 
It is a requirement that the reporting of 
information for all students must be consistent 
with privacy and personal information policies. 

Student enrolment profile 
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Student attendance profile 

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
K   96.7 95.9 96.8 96.5 
1   96.4 95.5 96.1 96.2 
2   96.2 95.8 97.2 96.2 
3   96.2 97.1 96.7 97.0 
4   96.4 96.6 96.6 96.4 
5   96.2 96.1 96.1 96.5 
6   96.5 96.5 96.7 97.3 

Total 96.0 96.4 96.2 96.6 96.6 

Management of non-attendance 

Classroom teachers record all absences in class 
rolls on a daily basis. Support from the Northern 
Sydney Region’s Home School Liaison Officer 
(HSLO) is provided for incidents of frequent or 

prolonged non-attendance at school. Records for 
late arrivals and early departures are maintained 
in addition to a register of students who come to 
school unaccompanied which provides an extra 
measure of child protection.    

Class Sizes 

Primary class sizes are included in the annual 
school report in order to provide parents with as 
much local information as possible. The following 
table shows our class sizes as reported at the 
2011 Class Size Audit conducted in March 2012. 

Staff information 
It is a requirement that the reporting of 
information for all staff must be consistent with 
privacy and personal information policies. 

Staff establishment 

Position Number 
Principal 1 
Deputy Principal(s) 1 
Assistant Principal(s) 4 
Classroom Teachers 18 
Teacher of Reading Recovery 0.315 
Learning and Support Teacher 0.7 
Teacher Librarian 1 
Teacher of Release from Face to Face 1.05 
Teacher of ESL 1.4 
Community Language Teacher 1.6 
Counsellor 0.3 
School Administrative & Support Staff 4.062 
Total 34.427 

The National Education Agreement requires 
schools to report on Indigenous composition of 
their workforce. 

KHPS does not have any members of staff of 
Aboriginal descent. 

Teacher qualifications 

All teaching staff members meet the professional 
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools. 

Our teachers of French have teaching 
qualifications attained in their respective native 
countries. 

Qualifications % of staff 
Degree or Diploma 100% 
Postgraduate 28% 

Roll class Year 
Total per 
year 

Total In 
class 

ATHLONE K 22 22 

ATHLONE 1 K 22 22 
CARLOW K 22 22 

CARLOW 1 K 23 23 
DUBLIN 1 22 22 
MULLINAR 1 22 22 
RATHOWEN 1 22 22 
WEXFORD 1 20 20 
ENNIS 2 25 25 

KILDARE 2 25 25 
OMAGH 2 25 25 
BLARNEY 3 26 26 
HOLYWELL 3 26 26 
QUILTY 3 26 26 

ULSTER 3 25 25 
GALWAY 4 28 28 

NEWRY 4 30 30 

TIPPERARY 4 29 29 
INISHMORE 5 17 31 
INISHMORE 6 14 31 
LIMERICK 5 15 29 

LIMERICK 6 14 29 

PORTMARNOCK 5 18 30 

PORTMARNOCK 6 12 30 
SHANNON 5 17 31 

SHANNON 6 14 31 

YOUGHAL 5 18 31 
YOUGHAL 6 13 31 
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Financial summary 
This summary covers funds for operating costs 
and does not involve expenditure areas such as 
permanent salaries, building and major 
maintenance.  

Date of financial summary 30/11/2012 

Income $ 
Balance brought forward 292698.41 
Global funds 266755.74 
Tied funds 65963.36 
School & community 
sources 425147.22 

Interest 14534.91 
Trust receipts 18494.40 
Canteen 0.00 
Total income 1083594.04  
Expenditure  
Teaching & learning  

Key learning areas 23081.58 
Excursions 105362.98 
Extracurricular dissections 177903.53 

Library 23475.83 
Training & development 22160.31 
Tied funds 61579.68 
Casual relief teachers 109369.24 
Administration & office 74820.30 
School-operated canteen 0.00 
Utilities 54964.12 
Maintenance 53479.05 
Trust accounts 21475.47 
Capital programs 26650.03 
Total expenditure 754322.12 
Balance carried forward 329271.92 
  

A full copy of the school’s 2012 financial 
statement is tabled at the annual general 
meetings of the School Council and/or the parent 
body. Further details concerning the statement 
can be obtained by contacting the school. 

School performance 2012 

Achievements 
Arts 

KHPS places great importance on the value of the 
Arts and provides a range of opportunities to give 
balance to all students’ current and future 
education.  

This year’s highlights have included: 

• Performance by all students K-6 at the 
KHPS Springfest concert, ‘Love2Read’. 

This year’s theme was inspired by the 
National Year of Reading. All classes 
showcased items related to the 
celebration of reading and literacy 
learning. 

Wexford students perform ‘Cat in the Hat’ at 
Springfest 2012 

• Training, Intermediate and Senior band 
members performed at the Community 
of Schools music nights, Christmas Carols 
evening, Education Week concerts and at 
various school functions.  

• The Intermediate and Senior band 
members enjoyed a tour of the Dubbo 
area of western NSW and performed in a 
number of schools ranging from small, 
one-teacher schools to large central 
schools with students from K-12. In 
addition they enjoyed a range of 
educational and recreational experiences 
including a visit to Western Plains Zoo.  

• Stage 2 and Stage 3 dance groups and 
KHBoyzz boys’ dance group performed at 
Glen Street Theatre as part of the Sydney 
North Area Dance Festival. 

• School choirs performed at school 
functions, at the French Christmas 
Market and at the Community Carols 
evening at Killarney Heights High School.  

• The Senior Choir performed as members 
of the Arts North Primary Choral Festival 
at the Sydney Town Hall.  

• The Primary Proms Choir performed at 
the Primary Proms concert at Sydney 
Town Hall. 

• Debating team, the ‘Powerful 
Pointmakers’ were successful in winning 
the Zone level of the Premier’s Debating 
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Challenge and then advanced to the 
finals of the Regional competition.  

• Yasmine Samuels awarded first prize in 
the Written Composition Years 5-6 
category of the ‘Australia My Country’ 
competition sponsored by the Returned 
and Services League of Australia (RSL) 
District Council of Manly, Warringah and 
Pittwater.  

Senior Band performing during Education Week 

Sport 

KHPS provides a comprehensive Personal 
Development, Health and Physical Education 
program in which sport plays a significant role.  
Team participation, fair play and individual 
endeavour are the foundations of all KHPS 
sporting programs. 

In 2012, our highlights have included:   

• K-2 students all enjoyed participation in 
the K-2 Olympics Athletics Day. 

 
Students enjoy K-2 Olympics 

 Athletics Carnival 

• Gymnastics and Dance programs K-6 
continue to enhance students’ skills 
fitness and co-ordination. 

• The achievement of first place at the 
Warringah Zone Swimming Carnival and 
second place at the Warringah Zone 
Athletics Carnival. 

• Senior AFL ‘B’ team and Eagle Tag ‘A’ 
team both placed first in the 2012 
Warringah Zone Primary Schools Sports 
Association (PSSA) interschool 
competitions. 

• Senior Boys’ Cricket team, Junior Girls’ T-
Ball ‘B’ team, Senior Girls’ Softball ‘A’ 
team, Senior Girls’ Softball ‘B’ team and 
the Senior Soccer team were all runners 
up in the 2012 Warringah Zone PSSA 
interschool competitions. 

• KHPS Rugby team members were again 
winners of the Forest Rugby Shield for 
the third year running. 
 

• KHPS students were selected to 
represent Warringah Zone at the Sydney 
North Area level in tennis, netball, soccer, 
cricket, rugby league, rugby union and 
basketball. 
 

• Emilie Breth-Petersen and Aymeric 
Moloney qualified to represent Sydney 
North Area at the NSW State Swimming 
Championships. 
 

• Cameron Peupion qualified to represent 
Sydney North Area at the NSW State 
Cross Country Championships. 

 
Students on the home straight at the 

KHPS Cross Country Carnival 
• Jadon Wilson selected as a member of 

the Sydney North Area Cricket team for 
representation at the NSW State Cricket 
Championships. 
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• Oscar Dumas selected in the NSW State 
Basketball team. The team competed at 
the Australian Primary Schools Basketball 
Championships in Melbourne placing first 
in the competition. 

 
Oscar at the Australian Primary Schools 

Basketball Championships 
 

• Alex Willett qualified to represent NSW 
at the Australian Primary Schools 
Athletics Championships in Adelaide 
placing second in 11 Years Boys’ Long 
Jump and second in 11 Years Boys’ Multi 
events. In addition Alex was awarded 11 
Years Boys’ Age Champion at the Sydney 
North Area Athletics Championships. 

Academic 

Teaching and learning at KHPS is strongly 
supported by our Literacy and Numeracy 
programs.  Extensive data analysis indicates that 
students have made gains in all areas. Data 
analysis has also revealed that there are some 
areas in need of further explicit teaching.  

In the National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN), the results across the 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are reported on a scale from 
Band 1 to Band 10. 

The achievement scale represents increasing 
levels of skills and understandings demonstrated 
in these assessments. 

Yr 3: from Band 1 (lowest) to Band 6 (highest for 
Year 3) 

Yr 5: from Band 3 (lowest) to Band 8 (highest for 
Year 5) 

Reading – NAPLAN Year 3 

A total of 100 Year 3 students sat the Reading 
component of the NAPLAN.  

• In tests of reading Year 3 students have 
performed exceptionally well. 88% 
achieved scores in the top three bands 
compared with 68.2% of students 
statewide.  

 
Spelling – NAPLAN Year 3 

• In tests of Spelling Year 3 students have 
also performed well. 90% achieved scores 
in the top three bands compared with 
75.7% of students statewide.  
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Grammar and Punctuation – NAPLAN Year 3 

• In tests of Grammar and Punctuation 
91.2% of Year 3 students achieved scores 
in the top three bands compared with 
74.7% of students statewide.  

 
Writing – NAPLAN Year 3 

• In 2012, students wrote a persuasive text 
for the NAPLAN. Year 3 students achieved 
very good results. 98% of students scored 
in the top three bands when compared 
with the state’s result of 79.5%. 

 

Numeracy – NAPLAN Year 3 

A total of 102 Year 3 students sat the Numeracy 
component of the NAPLAN.  

• In numeracy, Year 3 students performed 
very well. 92.2% of students scored 
results in the top three skill bands 
compared with 63.4% of students 
statewide.  

• 85.2% of Year 3 students achieved results 
in the top three bands in tests of 
measurement, data, space and geometry 
compared with 63.2% statewide. 

• 86.3% of Year 3 students achieved results 
in the top three bands in tests of number, 
patterns and algebra compared with 
63.7% statewide.  

 

 
 

Reading – NAPLAN Year 5 

81 Year 5 students sat the reading component of 
the NAPLAN.  

• In tests of reading Year 5 students have 
performed well. 74.1% of students 
achieved scores in the top three skills 
bands compared with 59.6% of the 
students across the state.  
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Spelling – NAPLAN Year 5 

• In tests of Spelling Year 5 students have 
performed well. 79.5% achieved scores in 
the top three bands compared with 
67.7% of students statewide.  

 
 

Grammar and Punctuation – NAPLAN Year 5 

• In tests of Grammar and Punctuation 
75.9% of Year 5 students achieved scores 
in the top three bands compared with 
58.7% of students statewide.  

 
 

Writing – NAPLAN Year 5 

• In 2012, Year 5 students were also 
required to write a persuasive text. 70% 
of students scored results in the top 
three bands compared with the state’s 
result of 67.1%. 

 
 

Numeracy – NAPLAN Year 5 

A total of 82 Year 5 students sat for the 
Numeracy component of the NAPLAN. 

• In tests of numeracy, 75.5% of Year 5 
students scored results in the top three 
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skill bands, compared to 59.2% 
statewide. 

• 74.5% of Year 5 students achieved results 
in the top three skill bands in tests of 
measurement and data, space and 
geometry compared with 56.1% of 
students statewide. 

• 73.1% of Year 5 students achieved results 
in the top three skill bands in tests of 
number, patterns and algebra compared 
with 57.2% of students statewide. 

 
Progress in literacy  

• Expected growth of all students in the 
state from Year 3 to Year 5 is calculated 
as 80 marks or approximately 2 bands. 

• Of the 75 students matched from Year 3 
to Year 5 in reading, the average growth 
was 85.1 marks. 

 
 

• Of the 75 students matched from Year 3 
to Year 5 in spelling, the average growth 
was 110.1 marks. 

 
Progress in numeracy 

• Of the 75 students matched from Year 3 
to Year 5 in numeracy, the average 
growth was 124.9 marks. 

 
The My School website provides detailed 
information and data for national literacy and 
numeracy testing (NAPLAN). 

Click on the link http://www.myschool.edu.au and 
enter the school name in the Find a school and 
select GO. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lorenzo Grillo was awarded a Uni NSW Medal for 
outstanding achievement in the  

Uni NSW Competitions. 
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Significant programs and initiatives 
English/French Bilingual Program 

During 2012 KHPS and the French speaking 
Association of the North Shore (FANS) registered 
strong interest in our English/French Bilingual 
Program from families both in Australia and 
overseas. In 2012, 95% of our student population 
worked in bilingual team-taught classes with 12 
teachers of French. FANS continued to partner 
KHPS in support of our bilingual program.  

In addition to an outstandingly successful annual 
Christmas Market, FANS also held activities to 
raise funds for the program, including a movie 
night.  

Students enjoyed opportunities to extend their 
French culture and language skills by attending  
the French puppet play, Aladdin which was 
performed at school and by attending the French 
movie ‘Ducobu’ at the Alliance Française French 
Film Festival in Cremorne.  

Year 6 students were also given the opportunity 
to attain a diploma in French as a foreign 
language by sitting the Diplôme d'Etudes de 
Langue Française (DELF) exam. The exam is 
delivered by the French Ministry of Education and 
is recognised everywhere in the world. At KHPS, 
15 Anglophone students and 9 Francophone 
students sat the exam and achieved outstanding 
results. The average score achieved by students 
was 88%, with one student scoring a perfect 
result of 100%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most significant achievements for 
KHPS and FANS in 2012 was being awarded the 
Label FrancÉducation. This award is given by the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs through its 
agency for French Education Abroad. It is an 
official world-wide accreditation granted to 
schools offering a French bilingual program. KHPS 

is the first school in Australia to receive the 
award and only one of 25 across the world. To 
receive the accreditation, KHPS needed to 
respond to a set of rigorous criteria: a minimum 
of 33% of subjects must be taught in French; 
teachers must be highly qualified, certified and 
fluent in French; the school must have a strong 
professional development plan and a 
commitment to quality education; it must 
participate in official language tests; it must 
provide an environment that inspires an interest 
in French culture. In 2013 a ceremony will be held 
with officials from the French and Australian 
government to officially present the award to the 
school leaders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aboriginal education 

At KHPS, Aboriginal perspectives are incorporated 
into teaching/learning programs. Whole school 
and stage planning focus on improving learning 
outcomes in the education of all students about 
Aboriginal culture and history. 

Specific activities throughout 2012 have included: 

• All teachers participating in a Teacher 
Professional Learning Day at the 
Muogamarra Nature Reserve in Ku-ring-
gai Chase National park. Teachers 
undertook workshops on local Aboriginal 
history, culture and bush tucker. 

• All Stage 1 classes participating in 
excursions to Gibberagong 
Environmental Education Centre where 
students learnt how Aboriginal people 
lived in and with the bush.  

• Holding a day of activities to highlight 
Reconciliation Week.  Students wore 
colours of the Aboriginal flag, held a cake 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=label+france+education&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=XNpbBXTmzfa_zM&tbnid=rR4XRWH8_iUkgM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ebizproduction.com/uk/development/&ei=5OlQUbXwEsi7kQWJl4DIDA&bvm=bv.44158598,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNG6rZPUWeQEl2KQeEX7OG_CaRc7hA&ust=1364343648933815
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stall and participated in storytelling and 
Aboriginal culture activities. 

• Continuation of KHPS membership of the 
‘Dare to Lead’ coalition of schools. This 
organization is committed to true 
reconciliation and the acknowledgement 
of the importance of Indigenous 
education for all students.  

Multicultural education 

With a student population which has more than 
30 languages other than English spoken at home 
and whose families have come from over 40 
ethnic backgrounds, KHPS is always dynamically 
multicultural. 

Multicultural perspectives are integrated across 
the curriculum in order to develop the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes required for our 
culturally diverse society, which we celebrate 
daily. 

Activities promoting multiculturalism at KHPS 
have included: 

• Visits from educators both nationally and 
internationally, to learn about KHPS’ 
unique language and culture programs. 
KHPS hosted Mr Kenta Kawakami, 
teacher at Tsuyuhashi Elementary School 
in Japan. The school also had visits from 
staff members of Sule College, Prestons 
and the AGBU Alexander Primary School, 
Duffys Forest.  

• Holding Harmony Day celebrations with 
students dressing in orange and 
participating in class and stage organized 
sporting activities around the theme of 
‘Play, Engage, Inspire’. 

• Organising a Multicultural Day where 
students and staff were encouraged to 
dress in traditional costumes from their 
family backgrounds. Lessons focused on 
learning about a variety of cultures 
represented in each classroom along with 
the sharing of a variety of traditional 
foods brought in to school by the 
parents. 

 

 

Hina and James in traditional costumes from 
Japan and Scotland 

 

Environmental Education 

In 2012 KHPS further extended its Environmental 
Education programs and its commitment to 
learning for sustainability. Staff members have 
actively sought to provide opportunities for 
students both in and out of the classroom to 
enhance their understanding, skills and 
knowledge in the area of sustainability. 

To this end: 

• Stage 2 students were successful in 
receiving ‘Clever Climate Energy Savers’ 
(CCES) grants to implement energy saving 
devices around the school. The purpose 
of CCES is to support professional 
learning and student-directed energy 
saving and greenhouse gas reduction 
projects in NSW government schools. The 
successful submissions enabled students 
to carry out their energy saving projects 
which included light timer switches, 
powerpoint timers and skylights for the 
bathrooms.   

 
Students get ready to race solar cars they 

designed and built 
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• Students will introduce an additional 
assembly award, ‘The Energy Saver’ 
award to complement the ‘Golden 
Garbage Can’ award. Both these 
environmental awards go to a different 
class each week who has been observed 
to make energy conscious decisions and 
to the class who has made an effort with 
classroom and hatroom cleanliness.  

 
Students carry out an energy audit using 

Lux Energy Reading Meters 

 

• Junior Landcare club continues to grow 
with increased membership and 
increased activity. During 2012 students 
used produce grown in the gardens to 
make grapefruit and mandarin 
marmalade, held market days selling 
produce to students, teachers and 
parents, revitalized existing gardens with 
new soil and plantings, developed a 
series of tub gardens and established a 
strawberry patch and herb garden. 

 

 
Landcare Club on Harvest Day 

• Successful submission made for a Tree 
Levy grant from the NSW Teachers’ 
Federation. The grant will be used to 
purchase native plants and shrubs to 
complement the existing gardens.  

• KHPS students again enthusiastically 
participated in a number of sustainability 
encouraging activities: Walk Safely to 
School Day, Earth hour program, Clean up 
Killarney Day, Waste watchers, CSIRO 
workshops and weekly paper recycling 
program are among the regular events. 

Progress on 2012 targets 
Target 1 

To maintain and enhance the KHPS literacy 
program K-6. To continue to increase growth in 
reading, writing, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, particularly from Year 3 to Year 5.  

Our achievements include: 

• Whole school teaching staff analysis of 
NAPLAN results in literacy to identify areas 
for development. Teachers defined the 
areas of inferential reading 
comprehension and persuasive writing 
techniques as two areas needing further 
attention. 

• Whole school teaching staff trained in the 
use of the School Measurement, 
Assessment and Reporting Toolkit 
(SMART) to analyse data and access 
teaching strategies targeting areas 
identified as requiring further 
development. 

• Stage planning meetings held to devise 
explicit and systematic programs targeting 
the teaching of skills and knowledge 
required for the writing of persuasive text. 

• The expansion of the range of activities 
relating to the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge.  

• Refurbishing the KHPS library with 
improved resources and materials to 
create a literacy rich environment to 
motivate and inspire. The P&C funded a 
library refit including new design layout, 
new furniture, new office area, computer 
research lab, painting and technology.  
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KHPS library before refurbishment 

 

 
Students enjoying the ‘new’ library 

 following refurbishment 

• Introducing the DEC’s Literacy Continuum 
to teaching staff. Students are tracked on 
the continuum ensuring consistent 
monitoring occurs in each class.  

Students enjoying the literature rich library 

Target 2 

Numeracy 

To maintain and enhance the KHPS numeracy 
program K-6. To continue to increase growth in 
working mathematically and to increase growth 
in number, patterns and algebra, in 

measurement and data and in space and 
geometry, particularly from Year 3 to Year 5.  

Our achievements include: 

• Whole school teaching staff analysis of 
NAPLAN results in numeracy to identify 
areas for development. Teachers defined 
the areas of two-step multiplication, data 
interpretation and working 
mathematically as areas needing further 
attention. 

• Whole school teaching staff trained in the 
use of the School Measurement, 
Assessment and Reporting Toolkit 
(SMART) to analyse data and access 
teaching strategies targeting areas 
identified as requiring further 
development. 

• Teachers providing support to colleagues 
through mentoring sessions focusing on 
Best Start Numeracy, Newman’s Analysis 
and Mathematical Learning Log programs. 

• Evidence of number, patterns and algebra 
strand of Mathematics curriculum 
emphasised as a focus in 
teaching/learning programs. 

School evaluation 
NSW public schools conduct evaluation to 
support the effective implementation of the 
school plan.  In 2012 our school carried out 
evaluation of Communication and Creative Arts.  

Educational and management practice 

Communication 

Background 

Parents and staff members were invited to take 
part in a focus group on communication practices 
via the school website. The aim of the focus 
group was to discuss the purpose and suitability 
of the current website and explore additions and 
modifications required for a new website to be 
built.  

Findings and conclusions 

• 23 parents and staff members 
volunteered to participate in the focus 
group. 
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• 100% of parents and staff members 
agreed that the school website needed 
more information to reflect current 
school context, particularly more 
information on the English/French 
Bilingual Program and how it fits with the 
teaching of the NSW Syllabus. 

• 95% of parents and 75% of teachers 
agreed that more information on the 
extra-curricular programs offered by the 
school need to be highlighted on the 
website. 

• 90% of parents and 85% of teachers 
agreed that NAPLAN information should 
be highlighted on the website. 

• 100% of parents and staff members 
agreed that more information is required 
to highlight KHOOSH, the before and 
after school care service.  

Future directions 

The focus group members were positive about 
KHPS and the programs the school offered. It was 
agreed unanimously, however, that the website 
needed a change and update to satisfy all 
audience members. All parents and staff 
members were resolute that the website should 
highlight the school, its programs, initiatives and 
unique setting making it an educational setting of 
high quality. 

The following directions were established to 
ensure the new website would reflect the school 
context accurately and provide current 
information for the existing school community 
and for those who were researching the school as 
a potential place to enroll their child: 

• An attractive, modern look reflecting the 
Irish connection to the area.  

• More current information on the school’s 
unique English/French Bilingual Program 
and how it operates in the school. 

• A more user friendly homepage with 
access to important information, dates, 
quick links and current news. 

• A live calendar to include excursions, 
workshops, sport and extra-curricular 
activities with links to notes and 
information for parents.  

• A secure section for parents to access 
Bulletins, P&C Minutes and Stage 
Newsletters. 

• Multicultural aspects reflecting the 
school’s student population. The option 
of receiving text in various languages will 
be given. 

Curriculum 

Creative Arts 

Background 

KHPS has an evaluation cycle whereby English and 
Mathematics are evaluated annually and each of 
the other four Key Learning Areas (KLAs) is 
designated for review every fourth year.  The KLA 
of Creative Arts (CA) was evaluated in 2012. 

Questionnaires were developed and distributed 
to gather data from teachers, students and a 
random section of the parent body from the 
school’s database.  

Findings and conclusions 

Responses were returned by teaching staff, 
students and 66% of parents surveyed. When 
responses were collated, results indicated that 
the Creative Arts program is widely appreciated 
and valued by all groups. 

This year’s Springfest, ‘Love2Read’, was the 
Creative Arts activity most enjoyed by students. 
100% of teachers, students and parents rated the 
Springfest performance most highly. 

Tipperary perform a dance based on the novel 
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory ’at the 2012 

Springfest Concert 
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Students across the whole school indicated their 
enjoyment for activities in the four strands of CA: 

• 89% enjoy visual arts  

• 82% enjoy music 

• 71% enjoy drama 

• 93% enjoy dance. 

Teacher and parent responses to questions 
regarding growth of learning in the four CA 
strands were similarly positive. 

• 100% of teachers and 92% of parents 
agreed that the students had improved 
their abilities in visual arts.  

• 92% of teachers and 84% of parents 
agreed that the students had improved 
their abilities in music. 

• 96% of teachers and 78% of parents 
agreed that the students had improved 
their abilities in drama. 

• 93% of teachers and 90% of parents 
agreed that the students had improved 
their abilities in dance. 

Parent comments included statements of support 
for the varied opportunities provided for students 
in CA including positive feedback about the Dance 
program initiated in Term 1. Teachers 
commented on both their own professional 
learning in the area and their students’ 
engagement with the various activities offered. 

Student artwork proudly displayed 

Future Directions 

Responses to the Creative Arts survey were very 
positive.  There are, however, still areas where 
improvements can be made. 

School based performances which support the 
teaching/learning program have been 
enthusiastically welcomed and have greatly 

enriched the students’ learning. It is therefore 
planned to maximise this enrichment with more 
performance experience.  

Providing opportunities for enrichment groups 
within the school to perform and provide 
inspiration for students will be improved.  

Continuation of the dance program in 2013 with 
the company ‘Dance to be Fit’. 

Greater opportunity for student work to be 
displayed in prominent places around the school 
will be arranged. 

Opportunities for students to enter CA 
competitions, enrichment programs, workshops 
and eisteddfods will be sought and encouraged. 

In addition, the CA expertise which is extensive in 
our community will be drawn on. 

Parent, student and teacher 
satisfaction 
In 2012 the school sought the opinions of 
parents, students and teachers about the school.  

Survey responses and parent feedback during 
focus groups presented the following statements: 

• The school’s main concern are the 
students, 

• The school offers excellent  programs and 
facilities, 

• KHPS has a great community with 
beautiful grounds and buildings, 

• Parents are proud of their (child’s) school,  

              and 

• The school encourages everyone to learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 students sharing hand-made books with 
their Kindergarten buddies 
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Professional learning 
The Professional Learning program at KHPS is 
recognised as providing vital training for 
improving teachers’ skills, competencies and 
knowledge and in turn improving learning 
outcomes for students. 

The program is informed by the school’s targets 
with reference to the Strategic Plans for both the 
Northern Sydney Region and the Department of 
Education and Communities and is available for 
all staff. Funds expended in this area are for 
course fees and for providing relief for staff 
members from their regular duties in order that 
they can attend training sessions. 

In 2012, members of staff, including teachers of 
French, participated in professional learning 
which focused on Literacy Education p on writing, 
Aboriginal Education, Emergency Care, Road 
Safety, National Curriculum, Student well-being, 
Anti-Bullying and Anaphylaxis training. 

School planning 2012—2014 
The school planning policy provides direction for 
the preparation and implementation of school 
plans including the identification of priority areas, 
intended outcomes and targets that are 
consistent with the NSW State Plan and the 
Department’s planning documents. 

School priority 1 
Outcome for 2012–2014 

To develop the use of interactive computer 
technologies (ICT) for teaching and learning. 

2013 Targets to achieve this outcome include: 

• Evidence of increased teacher skills in 
interactive technology reflected in 
student learning outcomes. 

• Increased opportunities for teachers to 
share resources including Smart 
Notebook resources. 

• Increased access to appropriate 
technology to support teaching and 
learning including Interactive Multi-touch 
Whiteboards, new computers and tablet 
technology. 

• Improved levels of student learning 
outcomes K-6 using a range of 
technologies. 

Strategies to achieve these targets include: 

• Staff participation in quality teacher 
professional learning in the use of new 
technologies associated with Interactive 
Whiteboards (IWB) and their use in a 
bilingual setting. 

• Establish ICT team with staff 
representation from all stages and 
specialist teachers to plan and implement 
strategies for improving and developing 
ICT across the school. 

• Upgrade and replace existing classroom 
computers and peripherals to provide 
greater student access. 

• Purchase bank of notebook computers to 
enable greater access for teachers 
allowing the development of IWB 
teaching resources both at home and at 
school. 

• Develop a scope and sequence of ICT 
skills to be implemented K-6.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interactive technology being used in classrooms 

School priority 2 
Literacy/Numeracy 

Outcome for 2012–2014 

Improve student learning outcomes in literacy 
and numeracy for all students K-6 as measured 
by school-based and external assessments. 
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2013 Targets to achieve this outcome include: 

• 5% increase in number of students 
achieving in the top two skill bands in 
reading in the NAPLAN. 

• 5% increase in number of students 
achieving in the top two skill bands in 
numeracy in NAPLAN. 

• Enhanced teacher confidence in using the 
Literacy and Numeracy continuums to 
plot student achievement. 

• Evidence of differentiated, higher order 
thinking activities planned in all 
teaching/learning programs in literacy 
and numeracy. 

• Increased evidence of broader use of 
quality resources to support and enhance 
literacy and numeracy teaching. 

• Increased use of digital technologies to 
support and enhance literacy and 
numeracy teaching. 

Strategies to achieve these targets include: 

• Analysis of NAPLAN data, Best Start Data 
and school-based assessments in literacy 
and numeracy to identify areas for 
development. 

Numeracy: 

• Staff participation in professional learning 
focusing on the teaching of multi-step 
problem solving skills and open-ended 
questioning techniques. 

• Investigation and purchase of hands on 
and digital resources which promote 
higher order thinking and problem 
solving skills. 

• Continuing to develop staff 
understanding and use of the DEC’s 
Numeracy Continuum as a means of 
plotting student achievement and to 
assist in the development of 
differentiated teaching/learning plans. 

Literacy: 

• Staff participation in professional learning 
focusing on the teaching of 
comprehension strategies including the 
‘Super 6 Comprehension Strategies’. 

• Investigation and purchase of digital 
resources which support 
teaching/learning literacy programs in all 
classes K-6. 

• Evaluate and purchase higher level 
reading texts for Stages 2 and 3. 

• Continuing to develop staff 
understanding and use of the DEC’s 
Literacy Continuum as a means of 
plotting student achievement and to 
assist in the development of 
differentiated teaching/learning plans. 

• Evaluating and modifying current 
practices of learning support for 
individual and small group instruction. In 
addition, extending the volunteer 
tutoring program for reading including 
the introduction of training for tutors 
through the St John Volunteer Training 
Program. 

School priority 3 
Outcome for 2012–2014 

Initiate the implementation of the NSW 
Syllabuses for the Australian Curriculum. 

2013 Targets to achieve this outcome include: 

• Enhanced teacher confidence in using 
syllabus documents to provide quality 
teaching and learning in English.  

• Increased teacher understanding and 
familiarity of the new syllabus 
documents, including layout, content and 
programming requirements. 

• Increased teacher knowledge of 
additional resources and support 
material available for use with new 
syllabus documents. 

Strategies to achieve these targets include: 

• Establish Australian Curriculum team 
comprising staff from each stage and 
specialist teachers to plan and prepare 
implementation strategies for the new 
syllabus documents. 

• Staff participation in professional learning 
provided by KHPS staff and regional 
support personnel focusing on the 
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Australian Curriculum and its 
implementation. 

• Provide teacher release from teaching 
duties to work in stages to investigate 
and plan for the implementation of the 
Australian Curriculum and to attend DEC 
organised teacher professional learning. 

• Provide teachers with the opportunity to 
undertake online learning related to the 
Australian Curriculum. 

About this report 
In preparing this report, the self-evaluation 
committee has gathered information from 
evaluations conducted during the year and 
analysed other information about the school's 
practices and student learning outcomes. The 
self-evaluation committee and school planning 
committee have determined targets for the 
school's future development. 

Jessica Wiltshire Principal 

Matthew Fuller    Deputy Principal 

Juli Marshall  Assistant Principal 

Karen Mitchell  Assistant Principal 

Rebecca Ross  Assistant Principal 

Katherine Butler Assistant Principal 

Mathew Duff  Rel. Assistant Principal 

Lyn Coble  School Council President 

Hannah Wiltshire P&C President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School contact information 

Killarney Heights Public School 

Tralee Avenue 

Killarney Heights 2087 

Ph: 9451 9547  

Fax: 9975 5038 

Email: killarneyh-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Web: 

http://www.killarneyh-p.schools.nsw. edu.au 

School Code: 4386 

Parents can find out more information about 
Annual School Reports, how to interpret 
information in the reports and have the 
opportunity to provide feedback about these 
reports at: 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/asr 
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